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Left S••tt1e 

Il!R IKBAlI.M'tOi 
.A:8J) - Hueneme 
Beaq D8te - 18 Ma;y'44­
Lett ABD - 4 - 9 Jun'44 ,/' 
LooatioD - ~ioa-' - Iroq~oi'~P•• 

lwo J1ma 

lQ.i 
6-19-42 - Detached from Norfolk 19 Jun'42 and ordered to BpmertOll, Wash• .".6. Dutch Barbor. 
6- 6-42 - 8th OB, coapriaioc appro%imatelJr 1071 m8n. to arrive Dutch Harbor on or 8hori17 

b.fore 27 Jun' 42. 
I- 8--43 - 134 S.uell e.rriTed to tt1l comp1eaeat .. 
4-30-43 - 1,t Brie. l1eport - 3i 00'. are at Dutoh Barbor. BOB lUld ! 00. at Otter Point_ 
7- 1-43 - 8th OJ at Dutoh BarboI'. (Oom 13 to OoaA1Seo dtd 6-21-43 - Secret Dlep.) 
8-10-43 - 8th OJ retn.rn to U.S. approTed tor 1 Aug. ('fOIl) S.cret Diap. 041.2H Aug. to 

Comel,ec)- - - - ~ - - - - - - - - ~ - - ~ ~ - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ­
6-13-44 - L,n.A.BJ) Bu.8neme 9 Jun'," tor .ecoDd ellbarkEttiOll. (\fR[) 
8- 2-44 - 8th CB va. r_oeiTed b7 the aad Brig. during Junt 44-. (and Brtg. monthl;r report tor 

Jun l 44-) 
13-10-44 - 1 Jul'44- report of 8th CB - 737 men and 12 otfioers depart..." Bu.en.._ 4 Jun'M. 

On 9 Jun' 44 320 lIIen aDd 18 otflcers embarked lhenem.. !h. lat Oont iagent 
arrived Pearl Harbor 11 Jun fl.J1d the 2nd 16 JU1\It4. aperatu.g at rro~l' Pi. 

8-29-44 - 1 Aug'44 report of 8th CB - opera.ttDg 8.t Iroquois and watpl0 Pta. on Oahu. 

Loortion - Oahu 8th O.B. 

1v-17-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of 8th OB - opereting at Tromtois Pt •• Waipio Pt •• West Loch 
on Oahu. Est imated date of completion of present esaignment :.31 Deol44. Report 
endorsed b~ 8th Reg. 
1 Ootl44 report of 8th CB -Dpervting on Oahu. Secured work proJActs of the 
94th CB on 9 ge'O l 44 " .EstilIlRted date of comnletion of "9resent assignment is 
1 Dec'44. Report endorsed by 8th Regiment. 
The 8th c:B is assi~ed to the 8th Reg.(CNO c·mf. Itr 0]:)3G-2CIl5-U1)T over (SO)Pl6­
5 over 3er. 01348230 to Bupers and Cbc-poa 4t4~27 Oct 144:)" 

11-15-44 -- (J:he 8th CB ael'ligned. to the 8th Reg. under the 7th Brg. (The above entry as~i~ned 
th.e R.t.h Dg. to the 9th Brg) (Comserfor:pe.efl t Sec. Itr 55-0KW/a:pk over Ser. 
001008 to CNO iitd 4 lioy l 44). 

11-16-44 -- Th... 8th CB is loc9.t'!"d at Pearl Hhr. (Com 14 Sec. dis 0 to ClW 062243 l~CR 15886 
dtd 11 l~oY 144). 

11-28-44 - 8th OB will !lot be alerted 'OAtil 15 ])ec'44-. (Dlrpaodocka 128 Sec ller 00465 to 
Oomaerrorpacf'lt dtd 16 BOT'44) 

13-13-44 - 1 Nov'44 report of 8th OB - Report endor.ed by 8th Reg. and B.A.B. 
1-17-45 - 1 Dcc'44 report ot the 8th 013 - Location not stated. Report endor!'led by 8th 

Regiment. 7th Brigade, and H.A.B. 
2- 6-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of the 8th OB - looated at Oahu. Report endorsed by 8th Reg. 
3-16-45 - 1 :feb'45 report ot the 8th OR - located on Oahu. OD. 9 J8I.L'45. thi. 'Wlit ,,8.11 

trt'd troa the juriedlotioD. ot the 7th Brg. to that of the 9th Brc_ .Report 
.D.d.oreM. lJT the 8th .B.ec. 

5- 8-45 - Dirpacdock:& S.F. Sec Rep of 15 .Apr t 45 shows the 8th CB located at Iwo Jim. 
5-1"1-45 - 1 Jfarl4I Npori of 8~ I.e.dat.. tha" the 8\11. • _'ba1'ket froa P.L _ I Jleb'. 

la...a.t for 1.. Js...~. 

http:endor.ed
http:L,n.A.BJ


5-17-.6 - 1 Mq'48 report of 8th 03 - lOGaUoa I10t gt...ea. llepo:rt :routed na 8th 1lec ,. -..t.b. B:rc. 
6- 1-45 - 1 Apr'~~ report of the 8th Reg - The 8th CB (entire unit) emb~ked on 5 Feb'45 and 

arrived off two Jimn on 2 Mar t 45. Personnel debarked on 3 Mar'45. 
6- 1-45 - 1 Apr ' 45 report of the 8th Reg.- The 8th CB arrived off shore a.t two Jima on 

a Mar'45. Report routed via 8th Bes ,. 9th Brig. 

6- 6-45 
6-12-45 

-
-

2 Mar'45. Personnel began coming ashore on 3 Mar t 45. , 
ThE! 8th C'B is l~cated at 1wo Jima. (IeCom 1wo Jima sec disp 03102'1Z Jun to ONO) 
The 8th CB.;~Tailable at two Jime. 1 Nov'45. (OinC 9th Erg seC ltr OU137 dtd 28 
loipyt 45 to COffiservpac) 

6-18-415 - 1 Jun'4S r.port of the 8th CD - located at Iwo &riD... Arrived present location on 

8-20-45 - 1 Augt45 report of the 8th CB - loceted at Iwo Jim. Report vie. 8th Reg and 9th 
Erg. 

9-13-45 - 8th CB scheduled forward move. (Direaatpacdocks sec location report. dtd 20 Aug t 45) 
0-26-45 - 1 Sept'45 report of 8th CB. Located at two Jima. Report via. 8th Beg & 9th Brig. 

lO-19-45-- hOom, Iwo Jima. authorize. 9th l3rig. to transfer 8th CB to Biromima. (hCOll •.>UIFJ. 
APe 86 sec ltr dtd 9 Oot'45 to Oine. 9th 'Brig.). 

10-23-45 - 1 00t l 45 report of 8th OB - ~'cation not .tated. 32'1 men transferre4 to U.S. for 
di8charge under the ]X>1nt 878tell. 

10-24-45 - EffectiTe u]X>n departure of 41st Beg. froll lwo Jima on or about 29 Sept '45 the 
8. 31 & 133 CBs are detached '"froll 41.t Reg. &, will act as independent units pendi»g 
attachment to higher contruction battalion units. (9th Brig see 1tr Ber 0303 dtd 
28 Sept'45 to 8. 31 &, 133 CB.). 

1-3-46 	- Comservpac req a. Guam to inaotiv8te 8th CB. (Comservpac disp 170131 Nov'45 to lIDO, 
Guam) • 

Locat ion 	- Iwo J im~8th CB 
conf 

(DinC. 5th Er1g.l1tr ser 016449 dtd 111-30-46 - 8th cn is intl.ctiv"ted as of 30 Jan t 4G. 
Jan l 46 to Oine, 8th CB). 
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ON BQNm 
~ ODIOI'II .HII ilfBQll~ 
~O Jun'44 30 10fr9 Recap.
20 Jui '44 30 :a 
1 Augl44 30 l044 MoE. 
1 Sep'44 3l 1056 MoR1 Oct l 44 30 1022 MoR1 Nov'44 29 975 MoR
1 Doc'44 31 956 MoB. 
1 Jan'41S 27 1037 MoR 
1 "b'45 27 1033 Moll 

~bA!:./ ~""'''' "/$'" ...:/7 /6"/ ,.ct'f JIII'J'"".;oe.
1 ""'46 r1 'i.OOi Mel. 

1 Junl 4,5 29 lOOl B'lP625 All 
1 Jul t 45 29 963 BIP&25" :a 
1 Av«1 45 934 B:&P625 
1 Sept l 45 28 925 BNP6;d5 &: R 
1 Oct'45 33 763 Bll1P635 &: R
1 Nov l 45 31 881 11NP625 &: R ' 
1 Dec l 45 19 771 BNP625 & R 
1 Jan l 46 27 720 :BNP625 & R 



.\~ 

J'rOJnthe Chronological SJeto17 of tile let :Brieade: 
, 

r 1... 3ul'42 _ 8th CB arrived DutOA HarbOr from U.S. 
, Mn7'4:5 - Det. of 79 ... to OtMI" Po.lllt from. D.B. 
6 3un'43 - Det. of 39 ..i-lett D.B. tor u.s. . 
9 Junt~ - Det. o£ " off. " 163 "1'1 erri.... D.H. trom 

Oold :Ba7. 
7 .A:u&'43 - 8th 0:8 lett Dutah Harbor for Tt.S. 

(Com 17 Sec. ttl" NDl7/Al2-1/L7 over 6O/ab over Ser 0996 
to BudoCke dtd 6 NOT'44) 
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Hlltory of United $tates Naval Construction Battalion 8 

United States 'tlaval Construction BattaUon 8 vas commissioned an 

Kq 23, 1942 at C~ Allen, Norfolk, Virginia with Lieutenant COtl:l:Datlder 

Arthur~. Refling, CEC, DSNR t as officer in charge. The men had under­

lOne boot tralning tit the Naval Training Station l Crest Lake., Illinois. 

Consequently, after a short period of training End outfitting at Camp Allen, 

the battalion. cODaisting of 32 officers and 1,079 enlisted men was ready 

for overseas assignment. 

tn June the battalion was divided into three sections, boarded 

trains at Norfolk. and set out for a trt~ across the United States. On 

June 24, the battalion aulved at the Bremerton Navy Ys't'd. ?uget Sound, 

Washington. 

On July 9, the ~e~bee5 boarded the tr~ns,ort USS Ch3U~nt, 8t 

Bremerton, • .,lled northward toward Alaska, snd attiv-s:d at Dutch Harbor 

in the J..1eutlan. Islands 011 July 14. 

RavB.l Construction Battalion 8 spent the next thirteen months tn 

the Aleuth..",\s working on v8'rioU$ projects. Chief .moong the projects 

vas a submarine osae at Dutch Harbor. The Sea'bees also t.'Orked on about 

80 other projects. including Naval Air Facilities at Cold Bay, Otter Point, ~ 

Ad~k and Atka. They installed a torpedo net in Adak's Kuluk Bay, and 

constructed Ranze Stations at Vnalga and RoS Islands. ~~reover, the 8th 

Battalion worked on Amaknak Island. They built a .lubmarine base. PT-boat 

Base facilities, a Joint Command ?oat. and a d~ ~~J pipeline. 

During the battalion·s st~ in the AleutIans, ~ieutenant Coornander 

Befling was replaced a~ o!Heer 11'1 charge by Gc~ander E~r1 H. c:e11y f rz:: .. u :!' ., 



who reported for du~ ~n October 4, 1942. Naval Con8t~t1oft Battalion 8 

remained 1n the Aleut1En ehaln unt1.~ August 7, 1943 cd then returned to 

Se.ttle. llashinzton cn th~ ss Y<OOrJSachwk;. 

the batta110n arrived at Seattle on August 13 and disembarked the 

DeXt dftYJ boarded train'. ~ headed for Camp Parks" Shoemaker, CaUforuia.. 

From Cemp Parks the Seabees disperae4 throughout the United State. for 

thirt7 dS18 leave. Wbe".1 the IDen o,f the battalion returned to Camp Parks" 

train1na. reoutfltting" and personael transferr1ag became tbe order of 

the day. li"'hU.. at emp Parka, Command~r Willi;m T. Powers. CEe, USNR. 

relieved C~nder Kelly 8S Naval Construction Battalion 8'. officer in 

charge. During a four.. week hiatus betveen the 4eparuare and arrival of 

the two officers In charge, the executive officer, Comm~nder ~111i~ T. 

Aul~Q, tEe, USNR. acted as officer in charge. 

On April 28. 1944 the battalion cnce ~3ain boarded trains and 

Port Hueneme, California. 

At Pert Hueneme, the Seabees of Naval Construction Battalion 8 

underwent iqrther training, reoutfitt~d for a second tour of duty to 

the Pactfic. On June 4, 1944 the first echelon, coast.ting of 12 officer• 

.and 737 men,. boarded the S5 Vietory.. Five days later the l'etDainder of 

the batto11cu embarked on the USA!}$ Pennant. The fiTst echeloQ arrived 

at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaii on June 11. 1944 snd WB3 joined by the 

aeeond echelon on June 16. 

At Pearl Harbor the battalion began worktngon nine major construetion 

projects in the vicinity of Iroquois Point. This included the buildine 

of housinJt shop buildln~sf DdL~nistrztiQn buildings, sewers, Dnd water 



At Red Hill, Naval Construction Battallon 8 conatructed a fleet 

post office, a re~ord vault, gad en X-r~ laboratory. In addition, 

the 8tb Seabees paved streets, laid dmrn water and oU lines, installed 

poYel" cables, and laid tracks for a narrow-ga\lge railway. 

en February 4 aud 5~ 1945, Naval Constructiou Bt:tta11(ln 8 boarded 

four ships at Pearl Harbor and sailed for Eniwetok tn the Mershall Islsnds. 

The ships arrived at Fniwetok ten daYI lster ~nd joined SA fmmenee convoy. 

the convoy left Enlwetok for the J:!ari61'la Islands and .arrived there on 

February 18. ~~O days later tbe convoy set sa11 again for a rendezvous 

point near Iwo Jima. On March 2 the con:vay with the 8th Seabees arrived 

before the beaches of I~"O Jima. 

w~en Naval Co~structl~~ Battalion 8 arrived at the beaches, the 

battle was in its third day and atll1 raging. ~mAl1 arms end artillery 

fire rained ~~ on the beaches and r~mikaze planes were diving on the 

.hips of th~ assault force. The batt~11on vas scheduled to l~nd four 

day. after D-day. but it waG unable to land until ~.~lve dey! .fter 

D-day. R~~ver. twentY-G!x men of Naval Construction Battalion 8 lauded 

on the initial dq of the invssion to help supply the United States Marines. 

Th. main body of the battalion landed ou l-1arch 3 and spent the fint 

night bivouacked on the beach. The next day the 8th $eabees moved to a 

r 
• 

temporary bivouac:. area. On M..U'ch 6, eisht days after the scheduled 

atartint date .. th-e battalion began 1!."'Orklng on its first assignment, the 

COU8tructiou of an avisttol\ gasoline tank ferm. In spite of the late 

.tart, the 8th Seabees finished the tank fa~ on time. 



••ter wells, e't'eeting buildi.ngs. and buHding emeraeney landing ..trips 

for the B-29 aircraft. ~~1cb were ensated in the bombi~g of JapDn. 

One sroup of men of the battalion volunteered for duty in 

demolition work, disposing of mines and duds. neutral1:!ing Japanese 

"oldiex. hidden in cavas that bad been byp8.ued by the Unite·! St.ates· 

~~le 
, 

employed OD two Jima, the battalion W88 subjected to Japaaese 

snIper fLre and bombing attacks in Which 18 ~n of the battalion were 

wounded and 2 were killed. 

the 8th Battalion remained on two Jlma untIl afte~ the Japanese 

foree9 fot'J:Q.(;ll1y $urrende't'ed at the be:a1nning of Septef!lber 1945. 011 

October 19, the batt81ion.emb~rked from I~~ J1ma under orders for duty 

shores of the Island of Shikoku, ju~t 8cr058 the !nl~ Sea from 

Bircshlm.aon the Southt,,-est part of the Island of nonsbu~ the battal1QQ. 

was diverted in its movement and ordered to CUant tn the tfar!;mss. 

The battalion arrived at Guam on No~ember 3. 1945, and was assigned 

to the Fifth Naval Construction Brigade. On November 15. the 8th Bett6110Q 

assumed responsibility for ecm~letlng several construction projects alre~dy 

started by Naval Con.tructlon Battalion 94. 

r' 
~ 

Among the proj~cts w~rked on into January 1946 were the reconversion 

of Bsse Hospital III into a hospital and traintng school for tbe 

Cuamanians, the construction and beautification of roads and parks, the 

~onatruet1ou of the ':I'umon D;!Y ',ecreation 'Areas ~mcl clearine: and grubbing 



JauU8t7 1946, but a few were 8tlll incomplete Wen. Naval Construct1otl 

Battalion 8 was inactiv4ted in Cunm on January 30. 1946. 
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aIGHTH U. S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 
c/o Fleet Post Office 

San Francisco. Ce,lifornia. 

Coa~i~sio~ed, NOTO, NOB, ~o~folk, (Lt. Comer. A. fl. EefliuB 
!'':lceiYe,i l:is orc.ers as Officer ,in C}:I.eree of 8th l;r"C.:B.) 

FIRST TOu?~ 

19 June 1942 Left lTorfolk for Sef'.ttle 

14 Jcly 194'3 

7 ;'1:..-f;.lS~ 194~ 

8 A~~g:.lst 1943 

1Q4"-­~ 

Arrived Dutch Mrbor 

A.fter arriving <?t Dutc!J. Ea.r1)vr the ath :i.C.:B.. \or~;:ed on 78 
s9:?arately listed. ::?rojects in tlle ..helmak (D-..ltch Har'bor) 
vicinity ~nd. on ?roj9~ts on 8 Qut)osts e~tsndin~ :rom CJ1~ 
:thy en the e8,at to ;,.da's: on tl-:.e ~:est. On all t!1e out:;:oet 
projects, exce)t one, 8th :i. C.E. of:1cers E'n.d. "ien lCll!dea. on 
undevelo,,?ed bae.cb !::'S?c.s unc.er extreme con·::'i ~::'cn~ ~,:nere no 
shelter or ~ousing a~istei. ~:2.~or ?rojects; h::;':lc.led. by 
8th ~T. C.3. on "";.r.1S,:Q12.:: Ialan:i irJ.cl~..:t:..e: S011tl: ~~o~J.Qi~g, 

SuomB.ri:G.e 39.S2 construction, ? T. 32.se :<?cilittS3 s.n.c. 
Joint COr::l:11?ud. PD~t .. 

Arl"i'v-ec. Seattle 

Left SeE:\ttle -::;;r 

Ce 

?a:rl:a 
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•:':.:;J.~ ~e.:~ ~ 
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•·COI11f.m~s1HEI1DOD. .D.IR, 5200.9, 27 Sept. 1958 
'~·"EIGHTH U. S. NAVAL CONSTRUC.TION BATTALION 


c/o Fleet Post Office 

San Frs,nciseo, Ce.liforn::a 


Cont"iU'lec. 

11 J'\.l.!!9 1944 

4: - 5 Febr~ry 1945 

6 l'ebrua:-y 1945 

2 !4.arch 1945 

3 ~.!arch 1945 

2ni ec~e1on arrived Pe~~FAroor 

\tI:.ilg e:t Pe;::rl EE'vrbor the 8th j,if.C.B. 1<;orlced. 0:1 13 "}rojects 
in the vicinity of IrOQ~.lois Point, nhte-of·-the~ bair.€; ,ae,jor 
construction, and. 21·::n:o.jc.cts ··in- the 1:8017 Yard vicinity, 
incluC!.ing the lerge 1·;8.il Co!'.centr9.tion Center - EalE'.·;'s. 
Stream e.evelo:;?T.1e::tt <",n·i et:1ergency set:er construction. 

]o2=ced shl~9 at Pearl 
B.S. Dashins I~ve 
S.S. Se=. Runner 
s.S. Oape Gaorg1a 
s. S.C~ge Ste,hena 

Harbor: 
18 Officers, 

4: " 
3 if 

2 II 

214 II 
73 ., 
31 It 

Left Pearl Harbor for I\o.;"O Jiu:. - all echelotl.s 

Arri,,-ed anchorc.tge at h:o Jbl'!. - 8,11 echelons 

\ 

JUvQl1.E.ced· on bes,c!l. firs t ni&trt • then (';loYE-i to te:no't's:t-:T 
s~;J .b1vou.E.c ;;.rea. Star";ed. cO!ls~r!.lction i!!i-!;i;:'.l fuel 

/,' ,'.-'u; . 

I 
I 
i 
, t 
,I 

~ 
: 

t;':'" _ 

" 



11 Jun 	19!4 1st ech~lon arrived Pearl Harbor 

16 Jun 	1944 - 2nd ech~lon arrived Pearl Harbor 

Vihileat Pearl Harbor the 8th :N.C.B. worked on 13 projects 
in t~e vicinity of Iroquois Point, nine of them being major 
constru.cti on, 2nd 21 proj ects in the };avy Yard vicinity, 
including. the large iJ8.il Concentrdion Center - Halaris 
Stre~l1 d~velo?ment and emergency sewer construction. 

4 to 

5 Feb 1945 - Boc.rded ships at Pearl Harbor: 


S.S. Da8hing.~ave - 18 Officers, 669 ~ren 
S.S. Sea Runn-:r 4" 214 II 

s.s. Cape Geo~gia 
s.s. Cape Ste?hens -

3 
2 

n 

II 

73 
31 

II 

n 

6 Feb 1945 Left Peer1 Harbor for Iy'o Jima - all echelons 

2 l::tar 1945 Arrived anc'-1o!'cge ti.t Ira Jim9. - all echelons 

3 Mar 19',.5 - Landed at Iwo Jima 

Bivouaced on bea.ch first night, then ~oved to te3pa~£.ry 
bivouac area. Started construction initial fuel storage 
ts.nks for avgas on 6 i,farch 19!;'5. 

Schpdul~d for move to Hirosbim~. 

NOTE.l 	 This itinerary- hes been checked e.nd authentice.ted by the Officer in 
Charge of the- 8th Naval Construction Batte.lion. 

Date: 	 15 Oct 19A5 

\ 

\


\ 
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Naval Construction Battalion 8 

World War II 

19 Jun 42 	 United States Naval Construction Battalion 8 was activated 

at Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia. The battalion left Norfolk 

by train for Seattle, Washington. 

24 Jun 42 	 The battalion arrived at the Bremerton Navy Yard, Fuget Sound, 

Washington. 
.... 

9 Jul 42 NCB 8 sailed aboard -the transport U8S Chaumont for Alaska. 

14 Jul 42. 	 NCB 8 arrived at Dutch Harbor in the Aleutian Islands. While 

in the Aleutians, the battalion worked on Naval Air Facilities 
. ,;;(;r 

at Cold Bay, Otter Point, Adak, and Atka. They installed a :~~ 
torpedo net in Adak's Kuluk Bay and constructed range stations 

at Unalga and Hog Islands. 

8 Aug 43. 	 The battalion departed Dutch Harbor for Seattle, Washington, 

on the 88 Mormachawk. 

..*" 
~. 13 	Aug 43 The battalion arrived in Seattle. 

14 Aug 43 	 NCB 8 boarded trains for Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California. 

While at Camp Parks, the men were given leave and then the 

battalion reoutfitted. 

28 Apr 44 	 The battalion departed Camp Parks by train for the Advance 

Base Receiving Barracks, Camp Rousseau, Port Hueneme, California. 

29 Apr 44 	 The battalion arrived at Port Hueneme where they underwent 

further training and reoutfitting for a tour of duty in the 

Pacific Ocean area. 



------- ~- -- ­ --- ------<--­

11 < ," ·'It..,fo·-:, 'jl 

4-9 Jun 44 The battalion departed Port Hueneme for Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

11-16 Jun 44 NCB 8 arrived at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. In Hawaii, the battalion 

6 Feb 45 

". 

19 "Feb 45 

3 Mar 45 

19 Oct 45 

3 Nov 45 

". 

30 Jan 46 

worked first at Iroquois Point and then at Red Hill. At Iroquois 

Point, they built housing facilities, machine shops, sewer and 

water lines, and administration buildings. At Red Hill, much 

of the work was in the Navy Yard. They added several buildings 

to the base, built a fleet post office, a record vault, and an 

X-ray laboratory. They also paved streets and laid d~ 011 

piping, water lines, power cables and lengths of narrow-gage 

railway. 

The personnel of NCB 8 boarded four ships at Pearl Harbor and 

sailed for Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands. 

D-day at Iwo Jima. 

The battalion landed at Iwo Jima. Their first project, after 
,landing, was construction of a temporary fuel storage tank , 


system. After that they paved roads, dug water wells, erected 


buildings and built emergency landing strips for B-29 aircraft. 


NCB 8 departed Iwo Jima for Hiroshima, Japan. However, when the 


battalion arrived at Matsuyama Bay, they were ordered to Guam, 


Marianas, instead. 


The 8th Battalion arrived at Guam. On Guam, the batt-alion 


converted Base Hospital III into a hospital and training 


school for the Guamanians, constructed roads and parks, built 


the Tumon Bay Recreation Area, and cleared a site for a 


golf course. 


Naval Construction Battalion 8 was inactivated on Guam, M.I. 




191un 1942 

241un 1942 

091ul1942 
141ul1942 

08 Aug 1943 

13 Aug 1943 
14 Aug 1943 

28 Apr 1944 

29 Apr 1944 

04 - 09 lun 1944 
11 - 161un 1944 

06 Feb 1945 

19 Feb 1945 

8ilNaval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

U. S. Naval Construction Battalion 8 was activated at Camp 
Allen, Norfolk, Virginia. The battalion left Norfolk by train for 
Seattle, Washington. 
The battalion arrived at the Bremerton Navy Yard, Puget Sound, 
Washington. 
NCB 8 sailed aboard the transport USS Chaumont for Alaska. 
NCB 8 arrived at Dutch Harbor in the Aleutian Islands. While in 
the Aleutians, the battalion worked on Naval Air Facilities at 
Cold Bay, Otter Point, Adak, and Atka. They installed a torpedo 
net in Adak's KulukBay and constructed range stations at Unalga 
and Hog Islands. 
The battalion departed Dutch Harbor for Seattle, WA on the SS 
Monnachawk. 
The battalion arrived in Seattle. 
NCB 8 boarded trains for Camp Parks, Shoemaker, CA While at 
Camp Parks, the men were given leave and then the battalion was 
reoutfitted. 
The battalion departed Camp Parks by train for the Advance Base 
Receiving Barracks, Camp Rousseau, Port Hueneme, California. 
The battalion arrived at Port Hueneme where they underwent 
further training and reoutfitting for a tour ofduty in the Pacific 
Ocean area. 
The battalion departed Port Hueneme for Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 
NCB 8 arrived at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. In Hawaii, the Battalion 
worked first at Iroquois Point and then at Red Hill. At Iroquois 
Point, they built housing facilities, machine shops, sewer and 
water lines, and administration buildings. At Red Hill, much of 
the work was in the Navy Yard. They added several buildings to 
the base, built a fleet post office, a record vault, and an X-ray 
laboratory. They also paved streets and laid down oil piping, 
water lines, power cables and lengths ofnarrow gage railway. 
The personnel ofNCB 8 boarded four ships at Pearl Harbor and 
sailed for Iwo lima, Volcano Islands. 
D-Day at Iwo lima. 



03 Mar 1945 

19 Oct 1945 

03 Nov 1945 

30 Jan 1946 

The battalion landed at Iwo Jima. Their first project, after 
landin& was construction of temporary fuel storage tank system. 
After they paved roads, dug water wells, erected buildings and 
built emergency landing strips for B-29 aircraft. 
NCB 8 departed Iwo Jima for Hiroshima, Japan. However, when 
the battalion arrived at Matsuyama Bay, they were ordered to 
Guam, Marianas, instead. 
The 8th Battalion arrived at Guam. On Guam, the battalion 
converted Base Hospital ill into a hospital and training school for 
the Guamanians, constructed roads and parks, built the Tuman 
Bay Recreation Area, and cleared a site for a golf course. 
Naval Construction Battalion 8 was inactivated on Guam, M.l 
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Officers in Charge 

Lieutenant Commander Arthur W. Hefling, CEC, USNR 

Commander Earl M. Kelly, CEC, USNR 

Lieutenant Commander W. W. Aultman, CEC, USNR 

Commander William T. Powers, CEC, USNR 

Lieutenant Commander W. W. Aultman, CEC, USNR 

Lieutenant Commander C. W. Palmer, CEC, USNR 

Lieutenant Commander Gerald B. Briggs, CEC, USNR 

Lieutenant Commander John H. Hancock, CEC, USNR 

19 Jun 1942 - 04 Oct 1942 

04 Oct 1942 - 08 Feb 1944 

08 Febl944 - 07 Mar 1944 

07 Mar 1944 - 06 Sep 1945 

06 Sep 1945 - 15 Nov 1945 

15 Nov 1945 - 05 Jan 1946 

05 Jan 1946 - 15 Jan 1946 

15 Jan 1946 - 30 Jan 1946 
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